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Medical Discourse

Text 1

Coxa vara in spina bifida
H.Weisl

In spina bifida the femoral neck can develop either the well-known coxa valga or the hitherto unreported coxa vara. Twenty-three cases of coxa vara in spina bifida are reported. These result from spontaneous separation of the upper femoral epiphysis (10 cases), spontaneous fracture of the femoral neck (three cases) and iatrogenic avascular necrosis of the upper femoral epiphysis (10 cases). 

Text 2

What is Spina Bifida?

Spina bifida (SB) is a neural tube defect (a disorder involving incomplete development of the brain, spinal cord, and/or their protective coverings) caused by the failure of the fetus's spine to close properly during the first month of pregnancy. Infants born with SB sometimes have an open lesion on their spine where significant damage to the nerves and spinal cord has occurred. Although the spinal opening can be surgically repaired shortly after birth, the nerve damage is permanent, resulting in varying degrees of paralysis of the lower limbs. Even when there is no lesion present there may be improperly formed or missing vertebrae and accompanying nerve damage. In addition to physical and mobility difficulties, most individuals have some form of learning disability. The three most common types of SB are: myelomeningocele, the severest form, in which the spinal cord and its protective covering (the meninges) protrude from an opening in the spine; meningocele in which the spinal cord develops normally but the meninges protrude from a spinal opening; and occulta, the mildest form, in which one or more vertebrae are malformed and covered by a layer of skin. SB may also cause bowel and bladder complications, and many children with SB have hydrocephalus (excessive accumulation of cerebrospinal fluid in the brain). 

Text 3

Spina bifida: Prevention
Spina bifida is a birth defect that can happen to anyone.  We don’t know the exact cause of spina bifida, but research has shown that if a woman takes 400 mcg of folic acid every day and before she becomes pregnant, she reduces her risk of having a baby with spina bifida or another neural tube defect by as much as 70%.  The exact cause of the rest of the cases is unknown, but it is believed that genetics and environment may play a role. 

Folic acid helps you build healthy cells. Taking folic acid is something you need to do every day, just like you read the newspaper, get ready in the morning, eat lunch, or relax in the evening.  Folic acid is most important when your body is building lots of new cells. Women who are at high risk of having a child with spina bifida because they have had an affected pregnancy, have a history of spina bifida in their family or have spina bifida themselves should take a prescription level of 4000 mcg of folic acid.

A recent study linking folic acid and breast cancer may be causing undue concern. SBA urges women to continue take folic acid everyday.

a. Please, associate one specialized register – i.e., scientific exposition, scientific instruction, or scientific journalism – with each of the medical texts reported above. Then, show lexical (and possibly discoursal) evidence for your associations.

b. Now, translate each of the three texts above into their equivalent Italian registers.

c. Rewriting task: please, turn Text 1 (scientific exposition) into the register of Text 2 (scientific instruction), Then, turn Text 2 (scientific instruction) into the register of Text 3 (scientific journalism).
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Legal Discourse

Text 1
When it is established that the asylum seeker has entered the territories of the Member States irregularly, he or she shall not be sent back to persecution. The fact that the residence documents or visa was issued on the basis of a false or assumed identity or on submission of forged, counterfeit or invalid documents shall not prevent responsibility being allocated to the Member State which issued it. However, the Member State issuing the residence document or visa shall not be responsible if it can establish that a fraud was committed after the document or visa had been issued.

(EC Council Regulation No. 343/2003, in Official Journal of the European Union, 25.2.2003)

Text 2

The Contracting Parties shall undertake to process any application for asylum lodged by an alien within the territory of any one of them. Every Contracting Party shall deny entry or expel any applicant for asylum on the basis of its national laws.

(The Schengen Treaty, 1995)

a. Please, identify in the above legal texts some lexical characteristics which are typical of their specialized register. Then, point out those lexical (and possibly structural) aspects which could make these texts difficult, if not inaccessible, to laypersons, or to people who don’t share the same ‘Western’ legal culture.

b. Now, by applying Grice’s (1975) cooperative maxims aimed at facilitating communication, rewrite these laws in simpler, more comprehensible ways, possibly with a specific ‘implied reader’ in your mind.

Grice’s maxims are:

1. Quantity: Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the current purpose of the exchange); Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.

2. Quality: Try to make your contribution one that is true. Do not say what you believe to be false. Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence.
3. Relation: Be relevant.
4. Manner: Avoid obscurity of expression. Avoid ambiguity. Be brief (avoid unnecessary prolixity). Be orderly.
c. Do you think that these cooperative maxims can be applied to every situation in which intercultural or international communication is involved? Or do you hold a different view? Please, give reasons for your answer.
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Grice’s cooperative maxims:

Quantity: Make your contribution as informative as is required (for the current purpose of the exchange); Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.

Quality: Try to make your contribution one that is true. Do not say what you believe to be false. Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence.
Relation: Be relevant.
Manner: Avoid obscurity of expression. Avoid ambiguity. Be brief (avoid unnecessary prolixity). Be orderly.
